
Reading Curriculum Overview Years 4 to 6
	Year 4

	Autumn 1

	
Reading Comprehension

	
Escape from Pompeii
by Christina Balit

Extracts from: I Survived the Eruption of Mount Vesuvius, 79 AD 
by Lauren Tarshis

Extracts from: Roman Diary: The Journal of Iliona, Young Slave (Historical Diaries)
by Richard Platt

Extracts from: The Thieves of Ostia
by Caroline Lawrence 
Reading lens: setting, historical viewpoint and survival
	
DKfindout! Ancient Rome

Reading lens: locating information and explaining Roman life
	
Romans Play

Reading lens: dialogue, stage directions and performance choices
	
Tar Beach
by Faith Ringgold

Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt
by Deborah Hopkinson 
Reading lens: voice, freedom and symbolism



	Year 4

	Autumn 2 

	
Reading Comprehension

	
Snow Fox
by Liz Brownlee

The Eagle
Poem 
by Alfred Tennyson

Reading lens: imagery, precise vocabulary and portrayals of animals

	
DKFindout! Arctic and Antarctic 


Reading lens: non-fiction organisation and information retrieval
	
Adapted diary entries from: Shackleton and crew members
Adapted Extracts from: Journey to the South Pole (Scott’s diary)

Reading lens: first-person viewpoint, chronology and resilience
	
Shackleton's Journey by William Grill 
Ernest Shackleton - Little People, BIG DREAMS by Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara 

Reading lens: leadership, endurance and comparing accounts



	Year 4

	Spring 1 

	
Reading Comprehension

	
Everything Anglo-Saxons
by National Geographic Kids

Reading lens: selecting key information and organisational features

	
Various Newspaper Reports about: Discovery at Sutton Hoo

Reading lens: fact, evidence and journalistic language

	
Beowulf 
by Sir Michael Morpurgo

Anglo-Saxon Style Folk Tales (Retold/Adapted)

Reading lens: heroic characterisation, oral tradition and good versus evil



	Year 4

	Spring 2 

	
Reading Comprehension

	
The Minpins
By Roald Dahl

Extracts from: The Borrowers
By Mary Norton

Reading lens: scale, setting, danger and fantasy world-building

	
The Story of Climate Change
by Catherine Barr

Reading lens: cause and effect, technical vocabulary and purpose
	
Climate Change Playscript

Reading lens: dialogue, stage directions and communicating information



	Year 4

	Summer 1 

	
Reading Comprehension

	
DKfindout! Vikings
by Philip Steele
 
Extracts from: Viking Boy
by Tony Bradman


Reading lens: comparing factual and fictional accounts of Viking life

	
The Sound Collector
By Roger McGough

The Sea
By James Reeves

Reading lens: sound, imagery and personification



	Year 4

	Summer 2 

	
Reading Comprehension

	
When the Mountains Roared
By Jess Butterworth 

Extracts from: The Butterfly Lion
By Sir Michael Morpurgo

DKfindout! Endangered Animals

Reading lens: character motivation, conservation and human-animal relationships

	
The Tyger
By William Blake

A Tiger in the Zoo
By Leslie Norris


Reading lens: imagery, rhythm and contrasting captivity with freedom




	Year 5

	Autumn 1

	
Reading Comprehension

	Extracts from: Who Let the Gods Out?
By Maz Evans (extracts)

Choice of Myths from: Illustrated Stories from the Greek Myths 
By Usborne 



Reading lens: myth structure, heroic characterisation 
	Ancient Greece
By DK Eyewitness

Extracts from: What it was like to be an Ancient Greek 
by David Long


Reading lens: selecting information and comparing accounts of daily life
	Hidden Figures
By Margot Lee (BHM)

Specific Women in: Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World 
by Rachel Ignotofsky
This work could be combined with other information found about chosen women
Reading lens: achievement, barriers and biographical presentation



	Year 5

	Autumn 2

	
Reading Comprehension

	Curiosity 
By Markus Motum

Mars Rover
Newspaper Reports

Reading lens: technical explanation, chronology and reporting scientific events
	Eastbourne
By Joseph Coelho

The City of My Birth
By Karl Nova

Reading lens: voice, place, imagery and performance



	Year 5

	Spring 1

	
Reading Comprehension

	Street Child 
By Berlie Doherty 

Adapted Extracts from: Oliver Twist
By Charles Dickens 

Reading lens: setting, poverty, viewpoint and contrasting Victorian childhoods
	Suffragettes the Battle for Equality
By David Roberts

Reading lens: cause and effect, equality and biographical evidence



	Year 5

	Spring 2

	
Reading Comprehension

	Adapted Article: Biography of Philippe Petit (Gives context before/after the event)

The Man who walked between two Towers 
By Mordicai Gernstein

Adapted Newspaper reports of the tightrope walk

Reading lens: chronology, risk, viewpoint and comparing recount forms

	Examples of persuasive writing

Reading lens: audience, viewpoint and persuasive language



	Year 5

	Summer 1

	
Reading Comprehension

	The story of the Windrush 
By K.R Chimbiri

Windrush Child 
By Benjamin Zephaniah

Reading lens: migration, belonging and first-person experience

	Poems By John Agard

Reading lens: voice, identity, dialect and performance
	Adapted News Articles linked to the Windrush

Reading lens: fact, viewpoint and comparing historical reporting



	Year 5

	Summer 2

	
Reading Comprehension

	The Tempest (Usborne Young Reading)
Based on the play by William Shakespeare

The Tempest (Playscript)
Retold by Helen Street 

Reading lens: setting, power, character motives and adaptation across forms

	Examples of balanced arguments

Reading lens: weighing evidence, formality and counterarguments











	Year 6

	Autumn 1

	Reading
Comprehension
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
by J. K. Rowling


Amari and the Night Brothers
by B. B. Alston
A contemporary contrasting magical-world narrative

Reading lens: world-building, outsider protagonists and belonging
	Harry Potter A History of Magic
Google Arts and Culture
Non-fiction online exhibition

Reading lens: source selection, organisation and historical context
	Invictus
by William Ernest Henley


The Life of Nelson Mandela
National Geographic Kids
Non-fiction

Reading lens: resilience, poetic voice and links with biography



	Year 6

	Autumn 2 

	Reading
Comprehension
	The Arrival
by Shaun Tan

Reading lens: visual inference, symbolism, displacement and belonging
	No Ballet Shoes in Syria
by Catherine Bruton
A contemporary refugee story set in Britain

Refugees and Migration
British Red Cross
Non-fiction stories and information

Reading lens: viewpoint and comparing fiction with real-life accounts
	Colossal Words for Kids

Reading lens: word choice, figurative language and poetic voice



	Year 6

	Spring 1 

	Reading
Comprehension
	Rose Blanche
by Ian McEwan and Roberto Innocenti


When the Sky Falls
by Phil Earle

Reading lens: setting, perspective and moral choices
	The Diary of a Young Girl
by Anne Frank


Wartime Newspaper Reports
Adapted reports and archive front pages

Reading lens: testimony and personal versus public accounts
	Anne Frank
Anne Frank House
Non-fiction life, diary and Annex articles


The Life of Anne Frank
National Geographic Kids
Non-fiction with a short diary extract

Reading lens: evidence and historical context



	Year 6

	Spring 2 

	Reading
Comprehension
	KS2 SATs Reading Revision and Practice
Fiction, non-fiction and poetry; vocabulary, retrieval, inference, comparison and timed practice using past papers

Reading lens: applying reading skills accurately across mixed genres



	Year 6 

	Summer 1 

	Reading
Comprehension
	The True Story of the Three Little Pigs
by Jon Scieszka

Reading lens: viewpoint, bias and unreliable narration
	The Spider and the Fly
by Mary Howitt, illustrated by Tony DiTerlizzi


Holes
by Louis Sachar
A contrasting text about justice and punishment

Reading lens: persuasive language, justice and consequences
	Victorian Children in Trouble with the Law
The National Archives
Non-fiction primary sources


Balanced Arguments and Debates
Punishment, fairness and rehabilitation

Reading lens: evidence, fairness and evaluating arguments



	Year 6

	Summer 2 

	Reading
Comprehension
	High-Rise Mystery
by Sharna Jackson


Around the World in Eighty Days
by Jules Verne
A contrasting adventure with a suspected crime

Reading lens: clues, viewpoint, setting and mystery structure
	How Investigations Use Evidence
Adapted non-fiction on clues, forensics and reporting


Interview with Sharna Jackson
Parrot Street Book Club
Non-fiction author interview

Reading lens: explaining processes and comparing factual forms




